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The current document comprises a list of public universities, state professional higher 
education institutions, private higher education institutions and post-secondary vocational 
schools offering higher education. The document contains also former titles of higher 
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Public universities 

 

EESTI KUNSTIAKADEEMIA 
Estonian Academy of Arts 
Public university 
Founded in 1914 
 
Former title: 
Tallinna Kunstiülikool (1989-1995) 
 

EESTI MAAÜLIKOOL 
Estonian University of Life Sciences 
Public university 
Founded in 1951 
 
Former titles: 
Eesti Põllumajanduse Akadeemia (1951-1991) 
Eesti Põllumajandusülikool (1991-2005) 
 

EESTI MUUSIKA- JA TEATRIAKADEEMIA 
Estonian Academy of Music and Theatre 
Public university 
Founded in 1919 
 
Former titles: 
Tallinna Konservatoorium (1989-1993) 
Eesti Muusikaakadeemia (1993-2005) 
 

TALLINNA TEHNIKAÜLIKOOL 
Tallinn University of Technology 
Public university 
Founded in 1918 
 
Institutions that have merged into the university: 
Rahvusvaheline Ülikool Audentes (in 2008) 
Kohtla-Järve Polütehnikum (in 2005) 
Virumaa Kõrgkool (in 2000) 
Eesti Mereakadeemia (in 2014) 
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TALLINNA ÜLIKOOL 
Tallinn University 
Public university 
Founded in 1919 
 
Former titles: 
Tallinna Pedagoogiline Instituut (1952-1992) 
Tallinna Pedagoogikaülikool (1992-2005) 
 
Institutions that have merged into the university: 
Eesti Humanitaarinstituut (in 2005) 
Akadeemia Nord (in 2010) 
Tallinna Pedagoogiline Seminar (in 2012) 
 

TARTU ÜLIKOOL 
University of Tartu 
Public university 
Founded in 1632 
 
Institutions that have merged into the university: 
Narva Kõrgkool (in 1999) 
Tartu Õpetajate Seminar (in 2001) 
Õigusinstituut (in 2002) 
Viljandi Kultuuriakadeemia (in 2005) 
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Private university 
 

ESTONIAN BUSINESS SCHOOL 
Private university 
Founded in 1988 
 
Former title: 
Eesti Kõrgem Kommertskool (1988-2001) 
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State institutions of professional higher education (Rakenduskõrgkoolid) 

 

EESTI LENNUAKADEEMIA 
Estonian Aviation College 
State professional HEI 
Founded in 1993 as higher education institution 
 
Former title: 
Tartu Lennukolledž (1993-2008) 
 

KAITSEVÄE AKADEEMIA  
Estonian Military Academy 
State professional HEI 
Founded in 1998 as higher education institution 
 
Former title: 
Kaitseväe Ühendatud Õppeasutused (1998-2019) 
 

KÕRGEM KUNSTIKOOL PALLAS 
Pallas University of Applied Sciences 
State professional HEI 
Founded in 2000 
 
Former title: 
Tartu Kõrgem Kunstikool (2000-2018) 
 

SISEKAITSEAKADEEMIA 
Estonian Academy of Security Sciences 
State professional HEI 
Founded in 1992 as higher education institution 
 
Former titles: 
Eesti Sisekaitse Akadeemia (1992-1993) 
Eesti Riigikaitse Akadeemia (1993-1998) 
 

TALLINNA TEHNIKAKÕRGKOOL 
TTK University of Applied Sciences 
State professional HEI 
Founded in 1915 
Higher education institution since 1992 
 
Former title: 
Tallinna Kõrgem Tehnikakool (1992-1999) 
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Lääne-Viru Rakenduskõrgkool merged into Tallinna Tehnikakõrgkool in 2019. Tallinna 
Kergetööstustehnikum merged into Tallinna Tehnikakõrgkool in 2006. 
 
 
TALLINNA TERVISHOIU KÕRGKOOL 
Tallinn Health Care College 
State professional HEI 
Higher education programmes since 1996 
Higher education institution since 2005 
 
Former title: 
Tallinna Meditsiinikool (until 2005) 
 
Kohtla-Järve Meditsiinikool merged into Tallinna Tervishoiu Kõrgkool in 2006. 
 

TARTU TERVISHOIU KÕRGKOOL 
Tartu Health Care College 
State professional HEI 
Higher education programmes since 1997 
Higher education institution since 2005 
 
Former title:  
Tartu Meditsiinikool (until 2005) 
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Private institutions of professional higher education (Rakenduskõrgkoolid) 
 

EEKBKL KÕRGEM USUTEADUSLIK SEMINAR 
Theological Seminary 
Private professional HEI 
Founded in 1989 
 

EELK USUTEADUSE INSTITUUT 
Theological Institute of the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Private professional HEI 
Founded in 1946. Private university until January 2012. 
 
Tartu Teoloogia Akadeemia merged into EELK Usuteaduse Instituut in 2013. 
 

EESTI ETTEVÕTLUSKÕRGKOOL MAINOR 
Estonian Entrepreneurship University of Applied Sciences 
Private professional HEI 
Founded in 1992 
Higher education institution since 1997 
 
Former titles: 
Mainori Majanduskool (1992-2002) 
Mainori Kõrgkool (2002-2011) 
 

EESTI METODISTI KIRIKU TEOLOOGILINE SEMINAR 
Baltic Methodist Theological Seminary 
Private professional HEI 
Founded in 1994 
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Higher education institutions that are closed or have merged into other 
higher education institutions 
 

AKADEEMIA NORD 
University Nord 
Private university 
 
Founded in 1991. In 2010 Akadeemia Nord (University Nord) merged into the Tallinna 
Ülikool (Tallinn University). 
 
Former titles: 
Tallinna Bakalaureuse Erakool (1991-1999) 
Eraakadeemia Nord (1999-2001) 
 

ARVUTIKOLLEDŽ 
Computer Science College 
Private professional HEI 
 
Founded in 1993 and closed in 2016. 
Higher education programmes from 2000 to 2016. 
 

CONCORDIA RAHVUSVAHELINE ÜLIKOOL EESTIS 
Concordia International University Estonia 
Private university 

Founded in 1991 and closed in 2003. The intellectual property (including study programmes) 
was purchased by the Audentese Ülikool (Audentes University). 

 

EESTI HOTELLI- JA TURISMIKÕRGKOOL 
Estonian School of Hotel & Tourism Management 
Private professional HEI 
 
Founded in 1996 and closed in 2015. 
 

EESTI HUMANITAARINSTITUUT 
Estonian Institute of Humanities 
Private university 
 
Founded in 1988. In 2005 merged into the Tallinna Ülikool (Tallinn University). 
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EESTI INFOTEHNOLOOGIA KOLLEDŽ 
The Estonian Information Technology College 
Private professional HEI 
Founded in 2000. In 2017 merged into the Tallinna Tehnikaülikool (Tallinn University of 
Technology). 
 

EESTI MEREAKADEEMIA 
Estonian Maritime Academy 
State professional HEI 
Founded in 1919. Higher education institution since 1992. In 2014 Eesti Mereakadeemia 
(Estonian Maritime Academy) merged into the Tallinna Tehnikaülikool (Tallinn University of 
Technology). 
 
Former title:  
Eesti Merehariduskeskus (1992-1999) 
 

EESTI-AMEERIKA ÄRIAKADEEMIA 
Estonian-American Business Academy 
Private professional HEI 
 
Founded in 1989 and closed in 2013. 
 
Former title: 
Eesti-Ameerika Ärikolledž (1989-2006) 
 
 
EUROAKADEEMIA 
Euroacademy 
Private professional HEI 
Founded in 1997 and closed down in 2020. Private university until January 2012. 
 
Former title: 
EuroÜlikool (1997-2010) 
 

KOHTLA-JÄRVE MEDITSIINIKOOL 
Kohtla-Järve Medical School 
State vocational education institution (offering HE programmes) 
 
Founded in 1965. Higher education programmes since 2000. In 2006 Kohtla-Järve 
Meditsiinikool (Kohtla-Järve Medical School) merged into the Tallinna Tervishoiu Kõrgkool 
(Tallinn Health Care College). 
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KOHTLA-JÄRVE POLÜTEHNIKUM 
Kohtla-Järve Polytechnic 
State vocational education institution (offering HE programmes) 
  
Higher education programmes since 2000. In 2005 Kohtla-Järve Polütehnikum (Kohtla-Järve 
Polytechnic) merged into the Tallinna Tehnikaülikool (Tallinn University of Technology). 
 

KÕRGKOOL I STUDIUM 
Higher School I Studium 
Private professional HEI 
 
Founded in 1993 and closed in 2012. 
 

LÄÄNE-VIRU RAKENDUSKÕRGKOOL 
Lääne-Viru College 
State professional HEI 
Higher education institution since 2007 
 
Founded in 2001. In 2019 merged into the Tallinna Tehnikakõrgkool (TTK University of 
Applied Sciences) 
 
Former title: 
Lääne-Virumaa Kutsekõrgkool (2001-2007) 
 

MAINORI MAJANDUSINSTITUUT 
Mainor Institute of Economics 
Private professional HEI 
 
Founded in 2000. Mainori Majandusinstituut (Mainor Institute of Economics) and Audentese 
Kõrgem Ärikool (Audentes Business School) became a new united university Audentes 
Mainor Ülikool (Audentes Mainor University) in 2002. 
 

MAJANDUSE JA JUHTIMISE INSTITUUT 

Institute of Economics and Management 
Private professional HEI 
 
Founded in 1993 and closed in 2013. 
 
Former titles: 
Rahvusvaheline Ökoloogia-Tehnoloogia Kolledž  (1993-1999) 
Sillamäe Majanduse ja Juhtimise Instituut (1999-2006) 
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NARVA KÕRGKOOL 
Narva Teacher Training College 
State professional HEI 
 
Founded in 1991. In 1999 merged into the Tartu Ülikool (Tartu University). 
 

RAHVUSVAHELINE SOTSIAALTEADUSTE RAKENDUSLIK KÕRGKOOL LEX 
International University of Social Sciences LEX 
Private professional HEI 
 
Founded in 1992 and closed in 2004. 
 

RAHVUSVAHELINE ÜLIKOOL AUDENTES 
International University Audentes 
Private university 
 
Founded in 1995. In 2008 Rahvusvaheline Ülikool Audentes (International University 
Audentes) merged into the Tallinna Tehnikaülikool (Tallinn University of Technology). 
 
Former titles:  
Fontese Erakool (1995-1997) 
Audentese Erakool  (1997-1998) 
Audentese Kõrgem Ärikool (1998-2001) 
Audentes Mainor Ülikool (2002-2003) 
Audentese Ülikool (2003-2006) 
 

RAKVERE PEDAGOOGIKAKOOL 
Rakvere Pedagogical School 
State vocational education institution (offering HE programmes)  
 
Founded in 1972. Higher education programmes since 1999. In 2001 Rakvere 
Pedagoogikakool (Rakvere Pedagogical School) merged into the Lääne-Virumaa 
Kutsekõrgkool, now Lääne-Viru Rakenduskõrgkool (Lääne-Viru College). 
 

SOTSIAAL-HUMANITAARINSTITUUT 
Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences  
Private professional HEI 
 
Founded in 1999 and closed in 2012. 
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SOTSIAALTEADUSTE ERAKÕRGKOOL “VERITAS” 
The Private School of Social Sciences Veritas 
Private university 
 
Founded in 1997. In 2003 the Sotsiaalteaduste Erakõrgkool “Veritas” (Private School of 
Social Sciences Veritas) merged into the Audentese Ülikool (Audentes University). 
 

TALLINNA KERGETÖÖSTUSTEHNIKUM 
Tallinn Technical School of Light Industry 
State vocational education institution (offering HE programmes)  
 
Higher education programmes since 1999. In 2006 Tallinna Kergetööstustehnikum (Tallinn 
Technical School of Light Industry) merged into Tallinna Tehnikakõrgkool (TTK University 
of Applied Sciences). 
 

TALLINNA PEDAGOOGILINE SEMINAR 
Tallinn Pedagogical College 
State professional HEI 
 
Higher education programmes since 1995. Higher education institution since 2006. In 2012 
merged into the Tallinna Ülikool (Tallinn University). 
 

TALLINNA ÄRIJUHTIMISE KOLLEDŽ 
Tallinn College of Business Administration 
Private professional HEI 
 
Founded in 1991 and closed in 2012. Higher education programmes since 2000. 
 
Former titles: 
Erakommertskolledž (1991-2004) 
Tallinna Kommertskolledž (2005-2009) 
 
 
TARTU TEOLOOGIA AKADEEMIA 
Tartu Academy of Theology 
Private professional HEI 
 
Founded in 1992. In 2013 Tartu Teoloogia Akadeemia (Tartu Academy of Theology) merged 
into EELK Usuteaduse Instituut (Theological Institute of the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran 
Church). 
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TARTU ÕPETAJATE SEMINAR 
Tartu Teacher Training College 
State professional HEI 
 
Higher education institution since 1991. In 2001 merged into Tartu Ülikool (University of 
Tartu). 
 

VILJANDI KULTUURIAKADEEMIA 
Viljandi Culture Academy 
State professional HEI 
 
Founded in 1952. Higher education institution since 1991. In 2005 merged into Tartu Ülikool 
(University of Tartu). 
 
Former title: 
Viljandi Kultuurikolledž (1991-2003) 
 

VIRUMAA KÕRGKOOL 
Virumaa College 
State professional HEI 
 
Founded in 1992. In 2000 Virumaa Kõrgkool (Virumaa College) merged into the Tallinna 
Tehnikaülikool (Tallinn University of Technology). 
 

ÕIGUSINSTITUUT 
The Institute of Law 
Private university 
 
Founded in 1994. In July 2002 the Õigusinstituut (The Institute of Law) merged into the Tartu 
Ülikool (University of Tartu). 
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State vocational education institutions (with higher education programmes) 
 

TALLINNA MAJANDUSKOOL 
Tallinn School of Economics 
State vocational education institution (offering HE programmes) 
Higher education programmes from 1999 to 2016. 
 

VÕRUMAA KUTSEHARIDUSKESKUS 
Võru County Vocational Training Centre 
State vocational education institution (offering HE programmes) 

Higher education programmes from 2001 to 2016. Last diplomas were issued in 2015.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


